
Seaplanes Are an 
Important Part of 

Lake Tahoe’s 
History, and  
It’s Future. 

Please Help Us 
Keep Them Coming! 

 
From the earliest days of aviation, as soon as aircraft were capable of flying to these 
altitudes, seaplanes began visiting, and bringing visitors to, Lake Tahoe.  From the 
early pioneering flights of the Sikorsky S-38 flying boats, to the adventurous escapades 
of George Whittell and his Grumman Goose seaplanes through the earliest days of the 
South Lake Tahoe Airport, when a seaplane airline established the first scheduled 
service from the airport, seaplanes have been an integral, and important, part of 
travel, commerce, tourism and leisure in the Lake Tahoe Basin.  For over 30 years, 
Mike Brown operated a seaplane base on Lake Tahoe at Homewood, CA, providing 
seaplane training, rides and charter flights to local lakes and throughout the Western 
United States.  Each Memorial Day, seaplanes return to Homewood for the Mike Brown 
Memorial Seaplane Splash-In in Mike Brown’s honor. 
 

Now the future of this historic and culturally significant part of the Lake Tahoe story 
could be at risk. The TRPA is proposing new noise restrictions, on seaplanes only, 
which would effectively ban seaplane operations on Lake Tahoe. Although ski boats 
and motorcycles produce much more noise more often than seaplanes do, there is no 
proposal that would ban them from the Lake Basin. 
 

The support of the public, both residents and visitors, for continued access for 
seaplanes to Lake Tahoe will make a difference as these new noise regulations are 
being promulgated.  If you want to continue seeing seaplanes flying on Lake Tahoe, 
and if you want your children and grandchildren to enjoy this pleasure in the years to 
come, please sign our petitions showing your support.  Talk to any of our attending 
seaplane pilots for information about how they mitigate any risks seaplane operations 
might pose to the environment of Lake Tahoe.  Thank you for your support. 
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