
 

Help Protect Seaplane Access to National Parks 

Your access to Ross Lake in the North Cascades National Park Service Complex is at risk! 

The National Park Service (NPS) is creating a management plan for the Ross Lake National 

Recreation Area in Washington, a part of the North Cascades NPS Complex. This plan will 

guide decisions on activities at Ross Lake for the next twenty years, and could be a model for 
management plans at lakes in other national parks. 

Part of this plan is to restrict seaplane access to landings only on small areas at the northern 

and southern parts of the lake.  

You can share your comments with the NPS until September 30 online at 

ParkPlanning.nps.gov. 

Tell the NPS in your own words why access for Seaplanes should be preserved. It is important 

that the National Park Service hear from all pilots who would be affected by their proposal. 

It its comments, AOPA pointed out that: 

 Seaplane operations at Ross Lake are infrequent, and that there is no history of 
complaints about seaplanes or data indicating a significant increase in use is likely over 

the life of the new management plan. 

 A consequence of limiting seaplanes to the north and south ends of the lake is the denial 
of access to seaplane friendly campsites. 

 The center of the lake also includes the safest landing sites available to seaplanes 

 Seaplanes are already advised by the FAA on flying friendly over wilderness areas, and 
most follow those guidelines 

 The draft plan would allow motorboats to continue to operate in both the front country 

and back country management zones – seaplanes should be treated no differently. 

 

If you would rather not receive future communications from AOPA regarding significant legislative issues, let us know by 

unsubscribing here. 
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http://parkplanning.nps.gov/commentForm.cfm?parkID=337&projectID=16940&documentId=35271
https://www.aopa.org/forms/unsubscribe.cfm?recid=1341759&hkey=1308707839&priority=M910SEANW&supp_code=77

