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EMNRD State Parks Division
Ms. April Alvarado
1220 S. St. Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Submitted via email: april.alvarado@state.nm.us 

RE: Comment 19.5.2.26 SEAPLANES AND FLOATPLANES 

Ms. Alvarado,

My name is Jason Baker, and I am a seaplane rated commercial pilot. I am also the owner and 
chief  editor  of  a  international  discussion  board  for  seaplane  pilots  with  nearly  400  pilots  and 
enthusiasts, visited by thousands of readers weekly. I have spent about 25 years of my personal and 
professional life around general aviation pilots and airplanes, a little over 10 involved with aviation 
advocacy in Europe and the U.S.

You are receiving this letter in response and in strong opposition to a proposed amendment 
to 19.5.2.26 NMAC, here in specific the NMSPD's proposal to prohibit all seaplane operations within 
the state park system. 

It is my understanding that this proposal stems from concerns of NMSPD in regards to invasive 
species as well as public safety. I must urge New Mexico State Parks Division to withdraw 19.5.2.26 
from consideration and to table the issue until involved stakeholders have had a chance to help 
NMSPD better understand the environmental and safety impact of seaplanes and what is currently 
done within our industry to reduce our environmental footprint. Please consider the points below:

• Seaplane Pilots are aware and environmentally conscientious   to the risk of introducing 
invasive species through their use of seaplanes on national waterways. Approximately five 
years ago, the Seaplane Pilots Association began to focus on invasive species and ways to 
prevent  the  spreading  of  them.  This  happened  at  great  financial  expense  and  in 
collaboration with several state associations, Pacific States Marine Fisheries commission, as 
well as the 100th Meridian Initiative and was distributed among members of multiple groups 
and associations. In fact, as a former member and volunteer of Seaplane Pilots Association, I 
can  attest  to  the  tireless  and  ongoing commitment  of  SPA  to  educate  pilots  about 
prevention of invasive species. It is my understanding that SPA's Executive Director Steven 
McCaughey as well as it's  Chairman Walter Windus, have offered NMSPD to help educate 
State Park Employees about how our industry approaches these issues and I would strongly 
endorse and applaud any such effort from NMSPD. Further, I would like to point out that 
seaplane pilots are actively involved in environmental stewardship programs, play a role in 
Disaster  Response  and have successfully  helped in  Search  &  Rescue  as  well  as  Wildfire 
Prevention. It is safe to state that no seaplane pilot will intentionally cause any harm to 
wildlife or environment, on the contrary, we enjoy nature as much as other recreational 
users of water and we are known to work with State Agencies to preserve our environment. 
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• A closure  of  New  Mexico  Waters  will  cause  flight  safety  issues,   here  I  refer 
specifically  to  the  strategic  importance  of  New  Mexico  for  seaplanes  traveling 
between  California  and  Texas.  Several  so-called  “Critical  Lakes”  lay  within  the 
boundaries of New Mexico. A detailed outline of the effects on flight planning as well 
as the potential conflict with federal law (by elimination of an already established 
and federally listed Seaplane Base on Conchas Lake) has been provided in Mr. Walter 
Windus email (dated: Oct, 12th 2012) to NMSPD's Mr. Tafoya, which I ask you kindly to 
refer to. Besides fair treatment and equal opportunity granted all stakeholders and 
water  users,  I  would  ask  NMSPD  to  consider  the  safety  of  seaplane  pilots  and 
passengers in its approach to potential prohibition of seaplanes. Instead of blatant 
prohibition, I  would once again urge you to work with our industry and pilots in 
developing acceptable rules and regulation which satisfy all involved parties.

• Around March of 2012, my forum was contacted by Alan Resnicke  , who identified 
himself as  Safety & Loss Control Coordinator for New Mexico State Parks Division 
(SPD). Mr. Resnicke indicated that he was tasked with reaching out to the seaplane 
community and was “asked by SPD senior management to provide correct and up-to-
date information to your forum members to enhance their knowledge and safety, 
should  they  choose  to  visit  a  SPD  lake,  and  to  act  as  a  liaison  in  case  of  any 
flying/pilot-related questions or concerns by your forum members”. I further quote 
Mr. Resnicke in a statement made on my forum, dated 3/9/2012 here: “We're new at 
this, so I can't say that we're "seaplane friendly" just yet (especially since we're still 
working to understand what that is). The learning curve is pretty steep, especially 
for those that don't fly at all. That said, let me refer you to Navajo's website for 
more  info  -    http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/PRD/navajo.htm  .  Additionally,  we're   
asking that seaplanes get a Special Use Permit from the park they want to visit. Our 
concern is AIS and keeping our lakes and others free of invasive species, as well as 
notifying boaters to your company. Park managers can also answer specific questions 
about  tie-ups,  beaches,  obstacles,  typical  winds,  etc.
As I said, we're new at this, so if you're serious, please bear with us, and mention my 
name when you call the park.   We'll make your visit as pleasant as we can.  ”   

The last I personally heard from Mr. Resnicke was on  March 12  th  . 2012  . Please be 
advised that at the time of initial contact, Mr. Resnicke was advised to contact Seaplane 
Pilots Association, Washington Seaplane Pilots Association, and was repeatedly advised to 
learn as much as he could about invasive species and our efforts to prevent them.  It would 
be my impression that a swing from “asking to get a special use permit from the park they  
want  to  visit”  to  a  permanent  prohibition  of  seaplanes  from all  lakes  is  extreme and 
unwarranted,  given  the  fact  that  NMSPD  did  not pursue  it's  self-  education  outreach 
properly. For unexplained reasons, all communication with Mr. Resnicke broke down. 
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 I  can speak for  the  several  members  of  my site  in  stating  that  my community 
attempted (and continues) to be available with expertise, expert referrals and positive, 
result  oriented guidance for  NMSPD. We welcomed and applauded NMSPD's  “good faith 
effort”  in  trying  to obtain  factual  information  before  making rash  and unsubstantiated 
decisions which would later have to be settled in court through litigation. Consequently I 
kindly ask NMSPD  to continue this path and to work with us in thoughtful and sensible 
consideration of facts to find acceptable solutions for all.

• Seaplane  Pilots  are  highly  trained,  generally  highly  experienced,  federally   
certificated and medically evaluated individuals who take flight safety as well as 
responsible  behavior  extremely  serious. Aircraft  are  inspected  to  stringent 
standards, issued by the Federal Aviation Administration, inspected for safety related 
issues  prior to and often even after every flight. Especially on large water bodies, 
many seaplane pilots elect to land off shore in safe distance from vessels, buildings, 
power-lines and other obstacles. Especially on populated lakes and water-bodies, all 
seaplane pilots are trained to use extreme caution while operating their aircraft on 
the surface or in the air. Objects on the water are generally easily spotted – many 
pilots  facilitate  their  passengers  in  continuously  scanning  the  area  for  potential 
conflicts. Many pilots facilitate what is called “Reduced Power Takeoffs” to minimize 
noise and disturbances to wildlife and humans. Pilots  are not known to litter  or 
discard of trash- items in water-bodies, in fact they are statistically likely to help in 
removing such objects to avoid risk of damage to other watercraft.  Conflicts with 
large  or  small  boats  or  even  Kayaks  are  literally  non-existent  due  to  the pilots 
deliberate selection of landing and takeoff sites. In fact, seaplanes have operated 
alongside and hand in hand and very safely,  with all  kinds of water vessels  for 
several decades and are subject to the rules of the water when on water surfaces. 
Statistically, seaplanes are rare to be involved in serious accidents.

• New Mexico's concerns are similar to those of other states   who have worked with 
our industry associations and stakeholders to allow for adoption of “common sense 
based” rules instead of exclusion. Especially in light of  fair and equal treatment, 
NMSPD must revert  back to its  previously positive and result-  oriented stance of 
seeking out and allowing dialogue with our industry experts, to show how things are 
dealt with in other states, safely and with minimum impact on the environment  .   

Seaplanes present a 100+ year history in this country, are of importance economically
but also allow many individuals to see and enjoy the natural beauty of our country. It is a 
true privilege to be able to land on water and we value and appreciate the freedom in  
having this access. What is expected are common sense rules that do not create inequality 
or discrimination. Seaplanes are not overly abundant in New Mexico as it is, yet it is of 
importance to us not to have to circumnavigate a whole state.
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• NMSPD's proposal appears arbitrary,and unequally discriminatory towards one single user   
of your water-bodies. I repeat myself in urging State Park Division to uphold fairness and 
respectful consideration of due process as well as to make decisions based on substantiated 
and factual information, not fear and misguided knowledge. Seaplanes can be a safe and 
integrated  part  of  New  Mexico  as  they  are  in  countless  other  states.  Both  safety  and 
environmental concerns can be addressed in open and honest dialog. Rules and regulation 
parameters can be set in such a way that they can be adhered to and enforced. NMSPD will  
be surprised how well the seaplane pilot community self regulates.

In closing, please allow me to again vigorously oppose NMAC 19.5.2.26  and to ask NMSPD  to 
withdraw this proposal in its entire context and completely. Allow us to return to the planning and 
positive  outreach stages  from March 2012 which had a  positive and promising  and refreshing 
outlook. Along with Seaplane Pilots Association (Walter Windus & Steven McCaughey) I renew my 
offer to work with NMSPD officials in support of common sense based, fair and equal discussion and 
to find solutions that are based on logical and substantiated information. 

I remain in good faith and with high hopes to report to my membership that NMSPD has  
reconsidered and dropped its  proposed ban on seaplanes  and float  planes  and is  soon actively 
working to find dialogue with our seaplane community. I further request to be included in all further 
disclosure  and  discussions,  mail-outs  and  information  on  this  proposal  so  that  I  can  keep  my 
membership up to date.

Respectfully submitted,

Jason J. Baker
Founder/ Owner/ Editor
www.seaplaneforum.com  
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